Conservation Project Manager

Position Summary:

PCC Farmland Trust (PCC FT) is seeking an experienced, organized, highly-motivated professional to serve as Conservation Project Manager. PCC FT secures, preserves and stewards threatened farmland in the Northwest, ensuring that generations of local farmers productively farm using sustainable, organic growing methods.  To date PCC FT has protected more than 865 acres through conservation easements and fee-simple purchase. As part of the Conservation Team, the Project Manager will manage land and easement acquisition activities. This is an exciting opportunity for the right individual to contribute to farmland conservation in Washington State. Applicants should possess a degree or equivalent experience in natural resource management and/or land use planning, have experience in land conservation transactions; excellent written and verbal communication skills; attention to detail; and the ability to manage multiple projects.  Please send resume with cover letter to melissa.campbell@pccfarmlandtrust.org. Applications will be accepted until 5pm, July 8.  
Job Duties and Responsibilities:
The job duties of the Conservation Project Manager will primarily consist of managing  conservation easement project acquisition processes for land transactions,  gathering baseline information and conducting project-related due diligence.  In addition, the Project Manager will lead the Trust’s efforts in achieving accreditation with the National Land Trust Alliance.
Program Development and Implementation

· Assists with conservation planning efforts and contributes to state-wide conservation planning.

· Develops conservation projects based on agreed upon priorities.

· Regularly contributes to Conservation Team (and overall staff) analysis of conservation projects and other organizational issues.
· Fields incoming calls related to conservation opportunities and community interest.


Project Management

· Develops and maintains relationships with external organizations to foster information sharing, conservation partnerships, and project development.

· Plans and implements conservation projects and manages conservation project assignments; tracks to project budgets, timelines, and engages appropriate contractors and internal resources, as appropriate.

· Meets with landowners to negotiate terms of projects and come to consensus regarding vision and intention for land prior to, and post-, purchase/partnership with PCC Farmland Trust.

· Manages sub-contractors such as, appraisers, surveyors, and environmental consultants as it relates to projects assigned.

· Completes required due diligence on land transactions.

· Writes grants; tracks grant management and metrics for particular projects/budgets. Understands and follows grant provisions.

· Monitors projects to ensure project deadlines are met and communicated to appropriate partners, stakeholders, and other interested parties.

· Regularly reports on and contributes to Conservation Team regarding conservation projects.

· Presents projects to the Lands and Stewardship Committee and Board of Directors for review and approval. 


Organizational Support

· Assists Stewardship staff with land and conservation easement stewardship including monitoring and enforcement activities, as needed

· Participates in fundraising and other activities to support organizational development and administration

· Manages the preparation for and application to the National Land Trust Alliance accreditation review.


Job Requirements 
This position requires a broad range of skills.  Qualified applicants will have a technical background in natural resource management, and demonstrated land transaction experience.  The successful applicant will have  broad experience in natural resource management and land use issues in the Pacific Northwest; a strong understanding of conservation easements; solid professional skills; an ability to communicate and work effectively with a broad range of stakeholders; project management expertise; the ability to work independently and as part of a team.  Experience with sustainable or Organic farming practices is a plus. The applicant must also offer strong computer proficiency and familiarity and use of GIS/GPS technology as well as working knowledge of Microsoft Suite.  Prior experience with project management and member records databases is valuable. 
Compensation 
Salary will be DOE and based on 40 hour/week and full-year work.  Benefits include medical and dental insurance.   
Additional Requirements 

A valid WA Driver’s license
Willingness to work varied hours, including some evenings and weekends
Willingness to travel across the state 

Ability to spend most of the work week in Seattle office

Application Procedure

Submit resume and letter of interest via email by July 8, 2011 to:

PCC Farmland Trust 
Attn: Melissa Campbell
melissa.campbell@pccfarmlandtrust.org
1917 First Ave. Level A, Suite 100
Seattle, WA 98101
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